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EDUCATION IN IRELAND

Junior Cycle - Year 1,2 and 3,age 12 -15

Students start the first year of secondary school at the age of 12 or 13, having
completed 8 years of primary school. The junior cycle includes first, second and
third year and leads to the Junior Certificate (external state examination).
Students take up to 9 subjects. Overseas students take two core subjects;
English and Mathematics and several electives to include science and
technology, languages, art, music as well as more traditional subjects such as
history and geography.

Transition Year - Year 4, aged 15-16

Unique to Ireland, Transition Year forms a break between the junior cycle and the
senior cycle. The progamme varies from school to school but it is usually less
academic than other school years. While in 5th year students study up to 7
subjects, in transition year students may study 12 subjects or more over the
course of three terms. Work experience is usually included. It is an excellent year
for international students to begin High School studies as it provides valuable
opportunities to develop English language ability and life skills and allows for
personal development without the pressure of preparing for a state exam.

Senior Cycle - Year 5 and 6, aged 16-18

5th and 6th year form the senior cycle. At the end of the two years, students take
the Leaving Certificate Examination, which is necessary for high school
graduation and university entrance. Students normally sit this examination at the
age of seventeen or eighteen. The Leaving Certificate is also recognised and
highly regarded by academic institutions in the UK, Europe, the United States and
across the world. Overseas students must take a minimum of six subjects
including the two core subjects of English and Mathematics. Students can then
choose their other subjects from a broad range, including science and
technology, languages, art, music as well as more traditional subjects such as
history and geography.



Exciting activities for all
tastes

Students on our high school programme

will have ample opportunity to get
involved in a range of high school
activities, such as sports, music, theatre,
musicals, excursions and even trips
abroad. We also organise

seasonal parties for the students, where
they will have the opportunity to meet the

other students on the programme.



Malahide Community School - Page
Portmarnock Community School - Page
Fingal Community College - Page
Cabinteely Community School - Page
St. Neasain’s Community School - Page
Grange Community College - Page

St. Tiernan’s Community School - Page
Ard Scoil La Salle - Page

St. Finian’s Community College - Page
St. Laurence College - Page

Cabra Community College - Page
Confey College- Page

Palmerstown Community School- Page
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St. Mary’s Secondary School - Page
Dominican College Sion Hill - Page
St. Raphaela’s School - Page
Manor House School - Page
Rockford Manor - Page

Stanhope Secondary School - Page
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St. Fintan’s High School - Page

Marian College - Page
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Holy Child School - Page

St. Joseph of Cluny - Page
Loreto College Foxrock - Page
Loreto Abbey Dalkey - Page
Alexandra College - Page

Rathdown School - Page
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